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Primary schools: Free meal uptake

% of pupils registered for free school meals 
and present, taking  free school meals, 2006 

to 2010 
(Table 12)



Primary: Free Meals, % 
2006 2007 2008 2009 2010

Scotland                       88.2 87.1 88.6 88.8 88.4
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Primary: Free Meals, % 
2006 2007 2008 2009 2010

Scotland                       88.2 87.1 88.6 88.8 88.4

23 Perth & Kinross                90.4 86.2 80.6 82.0 84.4
24 Clackmannanshire               84.1 82.9 83.6 86.5 84.3
25 Scottish Borders(1)            84.7 79.3 81.9 84.8 84.0
26 Renfrewshire                   81.1 79.6 79.3 80.9 83.9
27 Angus                          86.0 89.7 89.6 86.8 83.7
28 South Lanarkshire              84.8 84.6 87.0 88.2 82.8
29 Dundee City                    93.0 77.9 77.6 79.8 82.6
30 East Renfrewshire              81.7 78.6 76.4 82.2 79.9
31 Stirling                       81.2 84.3 100.0 88.5 78.6
32 Inverclyde                     84.7 84.1 83.8 84.9 76.5

(1) Local authorities that took part in the trial of free school meals to all pupils in P1-P3 in 2007/08. (2) When counting the number of 
pupils taking school meals, Edinburgh City do not include meals taken at morning break, whereas other Authorities do.



Primary: Free Meals, % 
2006 2007 2008 2009 2010

1 Orkney Islands 96.0 89.5 91.9 94.4 98.2
2 Falkirk                        98.8 97.4 99.3 99.0 97.4
3 Aberdeenshire                  95.4 94.7 94.0 95.2 95.2
4 Shetland Islands               96.7 98.7 97.5 96.3 95.1
5 Aberdeen City                  95.4 93.2 92.0 94.5 94.5
6 West Lothian                   93.1 95.3 92.0 94.2 94.2
7 Edinburgh, City of(2) 93.0 92.5 91.3 92.0 93.6
8 Moray                          93.9 94.5 90.9 94.3 93.0
9 Argyll & Bute                  89.8 92.0 91.5 90.5 92.3
10 South Ayrshire                 90.2 89.5 85.5 90.1 90.5

Scotland                       88.2 87.1 88.6 88.8 88.4

23 Perth & Kinross                90.4 86.2 80.6 82.0 84.4
24 Clackmannanshire               84.1 82.9 83.6 86.5 84.3
25 Scottish Borders(1)            84.7 79.3 81.9 84.8 84.0
26 Renfrewshire                   81.1 79.6 79.3 80.9 83.9
27 Angus                          86.0 89.7 89.6 86.8 83.7
28 South Lanarkshire              84.8 84.6 87.0 88.2 82.8
29 Dundee City                    93.0 77.9 77.6 79.8 82.6
30 East Renfrewshire              81.7 78.6 76.4 82.2 79.9
31 Stirling                       81.2 84.3 100.0 88.5 78.6
32 Inverclyde                     84.7 84.1 83.8 84.9 76.5

(1) Local authorities that took part in the trial of free school meals to all pupils in P1-P3 in 2007/08. (2) When counting the number of 
pupils taking school meals, Edinburgh City do not include meals taken at morning break, whereas other Authorities do.



Primary: Free Meals, % 
2006 2007 2008 2009 2010

1 Orkney Islands 96.0 89.5 91.9 94.4 98.2
2 Falkirk                        98.8 97.4 99.3 99.0 97.4
3 Aberdeenshire                  95.4 94.7 94.0 95.2 95.2
4 Shetland Islands               96.7 98.7 97.5 96.3 95.1
5 Aberdeen City                  95.4 93.2 92.0 94.5 94.5
6 West Lothian                   93.1 95.3 92.0 94.2 94.2
7 Edinburgh, City of(2) 93.0 92.5 91.3 92.0 93.6
8 Moray                          93.9 94.5 90.9 94.3 93.0
9 Argyll & Bute                  89.8 92.0 91.5 90.5 92.3
10 South Ayrshire                 90.2 89.5 85.5 90.1 90.5

Scotland                       88.2 87.1 88.6 88.8 88.4
17 East Lothian                   90.0 83.7 89.0 89.4 88.0
18 North Lanarkshire              86.7 87.7 86.3 86.2 87.6
19 Fife(1)     87.7 86.2 90.5 89.0 87.4
20 Highland                       82.8 85.1 82.0 85.7 86.2
21 Eilean Siar                    91.6 91.9 91.4 81.9 86.0
22 East Dunbartonshire            80.1 83.0 86.5 85.7 84.8
23 Perth & Kinross                90.4 86.2 80.6 82.0 84.4
24 Clackmannanshire               84.1 82.9 83.6 86.5 84.3
25 Scottish Borders(1)            84.7 79.3 81.9 84.8 84.0
26 Renfrewshire                   81.1 79.6 79.3 80.9 83.9
27 Angus                          86.0 89.7 89.6 86.8 83.7
28 South Lanarkshire              84.8 84.6 87.0 88.2 82.8
29 Dundee City                    93.0 77.9 77.6 79.8 82.6
30 East Renfrewshire              81.7 78.6 76.4 82.2 79.9
31 Stirling                       81.2 84.3 100.0 88.5 78.6
32 Inverclyde                     84.7 84.1 83.8 84.9 76.5

(1) Local authorities that took part in the trial of free school meals to all pupils in P1-P3 in 2007/08. (2) When counting the number of 
pupils taking school meals, Edinburgh City do not include meals taken at morning break, whereas other Authorities do.



Primary: Free Meals, % 
2006 2007 2008 2009 2010

1 Orkney Islands 96.0 89.5 91.9 94.4 98.2
2 Falkirk                        98.8 97.4 99.3 99.0 97.4
3 Aberdeenshire                  95.4 94.7 94.0 95.2 95.2
4 Shetland Islands               96.7 98.7 97.5 96.3 95.1
5 Aberdeen City                  95.4 93.2 92.0 94.5 94.5
6 West Lothian                   93.1 95.3 92.0 94.2 94.2
7 Edinburgh, City of(2) 93.0 92.5 91.3 92.0 93.6
8 Moray                          93.9 94.5 90.9 94.3 93.0
9 Argyll & Bute                  89.8 92.0 91.5 90.5 92.3
10 South Ayrshire                 90.2 89.5 85.5 90.1 90.5
11 Glasgow City(1)       85.6 84.6 91.0 89.9 90.4
12 North Ayrshire                 92.6 92.2 90.2 89.6 90.0
13 West Dunbartonshire(1)       87.6 87.0 90.0 90.4 89.7
14 Midlothian                     93.3 97.2 99.9 88.8 89.4
15 Dumfries & Galloway            88.3 84.7 83.1 89.4 88.9
16 East Ayrshire(1)   91.1 90.0 90.3 88.1 88.4

Scotland                       88.2 87.1 88.6 88.8 88.4
17 East Lothian                   90.0 83.7 89.0 89.4 88.0
18 North Lanarkshire              86.7 87.7 86.3 86.2 87.6
19 Fife(1)     87.7 86.2 90.5 89.0 87.4
20 Highland                       82.8 85.1 82.0 85.7 86.2
21 Eilean Siar                    91.6 91.9 91.4 81.9 86.0
22 East Dunbartonshire            80.1 83.0 86.5 85.7 84.8
23 Perth & Kinross                90.4 86.2 80.6 82.0 84.4
24 Clackmannanshire               84.1 82.9 83.6 86.5 84.3
25 Scottish Borders(1)            84.7 79.3 81.9 84.8 84.0
26 Renfrewshire                   81.1 79.6 79.3 80.9 83.9
27 Angus                          86.0 89.7 89.6 86.8 83.7
28 South Lanarkshire              84.8 84.6 87.0 88.2 82.8
29 Dundee City                    93.0 77.9 77.6 79.8 82.6
30 East Renfrewshire              81.7 78.6 76.4 82.2 79.9
31 Stirling                       81.2 84.3 100.0 88.5 78.6
32 Inverclyde                     84.7 84.1 83.8 84.9 76.5

(1) Local authorities that took part in the trial of free school meals to all pupils in P1-P3 in 2007/08. (2) When counting the number of 
pupils taking school meals, Edinburgh City do not include meals taken at morning break, whereas other Authorities do.



Primary: Free Meals, % 
2006 2007 2008 2009 2010

1 Orkney Islands 96.0 89.5 91.9 94.4 98.2
2 Falkirk                        98.8 97.4 99.3 99.0 97.4
3 Aberdeenshire                  95.4 94.7 94.0 95.2 95.2
4 Shetland Islands               96.7 98.7 97.5 96.3 95.1
5 Aberdeen City                  95.4 93.2 92.0 94.5 94.5
6 West Lothian                   93.1 95.3 92.0 94.2 94.2
7 Edinburgh, City of(2) 93.0 92.5 91.3 92.0 93.6
8 Moray                          93.9 94.5 90.9 94.3 93.0
9 Argyll & Bute                  89.8 92.0 91.5 90.5 92.3
10 South Ayrshire                 90.2 89.5 85.5 90.1 90.5
11 Glasgow City(1)       85.6 84.6 91.0 89.9 90.4
12 North Ayrshire                 92.6 92.2 90.2 89.6 90.0
13 West Dunbartonshire(1)       87.6 87.0 90.0 90.4 89.7
14 Midlothian                     93.3 97.2 99.9 88.8 89.4
15 Dumfries & Galloway            88.3 84.7 83.1 89.4 88.9
16 East Ayrshire(1)   91.1 90.0 90.3 88.1 88.4

Scotland                       88.2 87.1 88.6 88.8 88.4
17 East Lothian                   90.0 83.7 89.0 89.4 88.0
18 North Lanarkshire              86.7 87.7 86.3 86.2 87.6
19 Fife(1)     87.7 86.2 90.5 89.0 87.4
20 Highland                       82.8 85.1 82.0 85.7 86.2
21 Eilean Siar                    91.6 91.9 91.4 81.9 86.0
22 East Dunbartonshire            80.1 83.0 86.5 85.7 84.8
23 Perth & Kinross                90.4 86.2 80.6 82.0 84.4
24 Clackmannanshire               84.1 82.9 83.6 86.5 84.3
25 Scottish Borders(1)            84.7 79.3 81.9 84.8 84.0
26 Renfrewshire                   81.1 79.6 79.3 80.9 83.9
27 Angus                          86.0 89.7 89.6 86.8 83.7
28 South Lanarkshire              84.8 84.6 87.0 88.2 82.8
29 Dundee City                    93.0 77.9 77.6 79.8 82.6
30 East Renfrewshire              81.7 78.6 76.4 82.2 79.9
31 Stirling                       81.2 84.3 100.0 88.5 78.6
32 Inverclyde                     84.7 84.1 83.8 84.9 76.5

(1) Local authorities that took part in the trial of free school meals to all pupils in P1-P3 in 2007/08. (2) When counting the number of 
pupils taking school meals, Edinburgh City do not include meals taken at morning break, whereas other Authorities do.



Secondary schools: Free meal uptake

% of pupils registered for free school meals 
and present, taking  free school meals, 2006 

to 2010 
(Table 18)



Secondary: Free Meals %
2006 2007 2008 2009 2010

Scotland                       68.5 64.0 69.8 67.6 66.7

(1) When counting the number of pupils taking school meals, Edinburgh City do not include meals taken at morning break, whereas 
other Authorities do.
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Secondary: Free Meals %
2006 2007 2008 2009 2010

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19

Scotland                       68.5 64.0 69.8 67.6 66.7
20
21
22
23 West Dunbartonshire            79.5 80.4 86.6 74.2 63.6
24 Edinburgh, City of(1)            66.5 59.4 64.5 66.7 63.2
25 Stirling                       61.9 52.7 55.2 78.9 61.5
26 Dumfries & Galloway            78.9 72.2 60.7 63.0 61.1
27 Inverclyde                     60.7 58.2 64.7 65.9 60.3
28 Aberdeen City                  73.6 65.5 75.9 51.4 59.8
29 Argyll & Bute                  69.7 78.0 76.4 69.3 59.3
30 Glasgow City                   60.6 51.5 66.3 63.7 57.4
31 Midlothian                     73.5 62.1 100.0 56.0 55.6
32 Renfrewshire                   59.4 62.0 59.2 52.0 48.5

(1) When counting the number of pupils taking school meals, Edinburgh City do not include meals taken at morning break, whereas 
other Authorities do.



Secondary: Free Meals %
2006 2007 2008 2009 2010

1 Angus                          87.9 76.1 86.4 85.6 90.6
2 Falkirk                        94.7 92.2 87.1 88.9 86.6
3 Scottish Borders               78.3 67.3 76.1 51.3 86.1
4 Clackmannanshire               75.1 70.4 65.6 52.8 83.3
5 Orkney Islands                 71.0 68.3 66.7 61.8 76.4
6 South Lanarkshire              51.8 47.4 47.8 58.1 76.4
7 Perth & Kinross                88.1 76.1 75.8 68.3 75.9
8 Moray                          74.3 75.4 80.0 71.3 75.8
9 East Ayrshire                  74.7 73.9 75.3 76.0 73.8
10 West Lothian                   69.7 75.1 72.9 75.7 73.1
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19

Scotland                       68.5 64.0 69.8 67.6 66.7
20
21
22
23 West Dunbartonshire            79.5 80.4 86.6 74.2 63.6
24 Edinburgh, City of(1)            66.5 59.4 64.5 66.7 63.2
25 Stirling                       61.9 52.7 55.2 78.9 61.5
26 Dumfries & Galloway            78.9 72.2 60.7 63.0 61.1
27 Inverclyde                     60.7 58.2 64.7 65.9 60.3
28 Aberdeen City                  73.6 65.5 75.9 51.4 59.8
29 Argyll & Bute                  69.7 78.0 76.4 69.3 59.3
30 Glasgow City                   60.6 51.5 66.3 63.7 57.4
31 Midlothian                     73.5 62.1 100.0 56.0 55.6
32 Renfrewshire                   59.4 62.0 59.2 52.0 48.5

(1) When counting the number of pupils taking school meals, Edinburgh City do not include meals taken at morning break, whereas 
other Authorities do.



Secondary: Free Meals %
2006 2007 2008 2009 2010

1 Angus                          87.9 76.1 86.4 85.6 90.6
2 Falkirk                        94.7 92.2 87.1 88.9 86.6
3 Scottish Borders               78.3 67.3 76.1 51.3 86.1
4 Clackmannanshire               75.1 70.4 65.6 52.8 83.3
5 Orkney Islands                 71.0 68.3 66.7 61.8 76.4
6 South Lanarkshire              51.8 47.4 47.8 58.1 76.4
7 Perth & Kinross                88.1 76.1 75.8 68.3 75.9
8 Moray                          74.3 75.4 80.0 71.3 75.8
9 East Ayrshire                  74.7 73.9 75.3 76.0 73.8
10 West Lothian                   69.7 75.1 72.9 75.7 73.1
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19

Scotland                       68.5 64.0 69.8 67.6 66.7
20 Shetland Islands               82.7 81.8 84.2 63.9 66.7
21 Fife                           75.7 77.5 77.9 76.7 66.6
22 Aberdeenshire                  68.8 74.0 70.8 62.7 65.2
23 West Dunbartonshire            79.5 80.4 86.6 74.2 63.6
24 Edinburgh, City of(1)            66.5 59.4 64.5 66.7 63.2
25 Stirling                       61.9 52.7 55.2 78.9 61.5
26 Dumfries & Galloway            78.9 72.2 60.7 63.0 61.1
27 Inverclyde                     60.7 58.2 64.7 65.9 60.3
28 Aberdeen City                  73.6 65.5 75.9 51.4 59.8
29 Argyll & Bute                  69.7 78.0 76.4 69.3 59.3
30 Glasgow City                   60.6 51.5 66.3 63.7 57.4
31 Midlothian                     73.5 62.1 100.0 56.0 55.6
32 Renfrewshire                   59.4 62.0 59.2 52.0 48.5

(1) When counting the number of pupils taking school meals, Edinburgh City do not include meals taken at morning break, whereas 
other Authorities do.



Secondary: Free Meals %
2006 2007 2008 2009 2010

1 Angus                          87.9 76.1 86.4 85.6 90.6
2 Falkirk                        94.7 92.2 87.1 88.9 86.6
3 Scottish Borders               78.3 67.3 76.1 51.3 86.1
4 Clackmannanshire               75.1 70.4 65.6 52.8 83.3
5 Orkney Islands                 71.0 68.3 66.7 61.8 76.4
6 South Lanarkshire              51.8 47.4 47.8 58.1 76.4
7 Perth & Kinross                88.1 76.1 75.8 68.3 75.9
8 Moray                          74.3 75.4 80.0 71.3 75.8
9 East Ayrshire                  74.7 73.9 75.3 76.0 73.8
10 West Lothian                   69.7 75.1 72.9 75.7 73.1
11 East Dunbartonshire            58.6 62.5 76.3 74.0 73.0
12 East Lothian                   68.9 65.8 77.6 78.7 70.3
13 North Lanarkshire              69.7 72.0 72.0 66.6 69.4
14 South Ayrshire                 75.8 60.3 65.7 71.2 69.3
15 North Ayrshire                 69.9 72.6 76.3 77.8 69.0
16 East Renfrewshire              74.6 72.4 73.2 75.9 68.6
17 Highland                       73.0 66.1 72.1 66.5 68.5
18 Dundee City                    83.8 61.5 63.5 63.0 67.7
19 Eilean Siar                    82.1 67.4 75.3 85.2 66.9

Scotland                       68.5 64.0 69.8 67.6 66.7
20 Shetland Islands               82.7 81.8 84.2 63.9 66.7
21 Fife                           75.7 77.5 77.9 76.7 66.6
22 Aberdeenshire                  68.8 74.0 70.8 62.7 65.2
23 West Dunbartonshire            79.5 80.4 86.6 74.2 63.6
24 Edinburgh, City of(1)            66.5 59.4 64.5 66.7 63.2
25 Stirling                       61.9 52.7 55.2 78.9 61.5
26 Dumfries & Galloway            78.9 72.2 60.7 63.0 61.1
27 Inverclyde                     60.7 58.2 64.7 65.9 60.3
28 Aberdeen City                  73.6 65.5 75.9 51.4 59.8
29 Argyll & Bute                  69.7 78.0 76.4 69.3 59.3
30 Glasgow City                   60.6 51.5 66.3 63.7 57.4
31 Midlothian                     73.5 62.1 100.0 56.0 55.6
32 Renfrewshire                   59.4 62.0 59.2 52.0 48.5

(1) When counting the number of pupils taking school meals, Edinburgh City do not include meals taken at morning break, whereas 
other Authorities do.



Secondary: Free Meals %
2006 2007 2008 2009 2010

1 Angus                          87.9 76.1 86.4 85.6 90.6
2 Falkirk                        94.7 92.2 87.1 88.9 86.6
3 Scottish Borders               78.3 67.3 76.1 51.3 86.1
4 Clackmannanshire               75.1 70.4 65.6 52.8 83.3
5 Orkney Islands                 71.0 68.3 66.7 61.8 76.4
6 South Lanarkshire              51.8 47.4 47.8 58.1 76.4
7 Perth & Kinross                88.1 76.1 75.8 68.3 75.9
8 Moray                          74.3 75.4 80.0 71.3 75.8
9 East Ayrshire                  74.7 73.9 75.3 76.0 73.8
10 West Lothian                   69.7 75.1 72.9 75.7 73.1
11 East Dunbartonshire            58.6 62.5 76.3 74.0 73.0
12 East Lothian                   68.9 65.8 77.6 78.7 70.3
13 North Lanarkshire              69.7 72.0 72.0 66.6 69.4
14 South Ayrshire                 75.8 60.3 65.7 71.2 69.3
15 North Ayrshire                 69.9 72.6 76.3 77.8 69.0
16 East Renfrewshire              74.6 72.4 73.2 75.9 68.6
17 Highland                       73.0 66.1 72.1 66.5 68.5
18 Dundee City                    83.8 61.5 63.5 63.0 67.7
19 Eilean Siar                    82.1 67.4 75.3 85.2 66.9

Scotland                       68.5 64.0 69.8 67.6 66.7
20 Shetland Islands               82.7 81.8 84.2 63.9 66.7
21 Fife                           75.7 77.5 77.9 76.7 66.6
22 Aberdeenshire                  68.8 74.0 70.8 62.7 65.2
23 West Dunbartonshire            79.5 80.4 86.6 74.2 63.6
24 Edinburgh, City of(1)            66.5 59.4 64.5 66.7 63.2
25 Stirling                       61.9 52.7 55.2 78.9 61.5
26 Dumfries & Galloway            78.9 72.2 60.7 63.0 61.1
27 Inverclyde                     60.7 58.2 64.7 65.9 60.3
28 Aberdeen City                  73.6 65.5 75.9 51.4 59.8
29 Argyll & Bute                  69.7 78.0 76.4 69.3 59.3
30 Glasgow City                   60.6 51.5 66.3 63.7 57.4
31 Midlothian                     73.5 62.1 100.0 56.0 55.6
32 Renfrewshire                   59.4 62.0 59.2 52.0 48.5

(1) When counting the number of pupils taking school meals, Edinburgh City do not include meals taken at morning break, whereas 
other Authorities do.



Primary schools: Free or paid uptake

Percentage of pupils present taking 
school meals (free or paid for), 2001 to 

2010
(Table 13)



Primary: Free or Paid %
2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010(1)

Scotland(4) 48.2 49.6 49.6 48.9 46.5 47.3 46.3 49.6 48.9 50.4



Primary schools: Free or paid uptake %
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Primary: Free or Paid %
2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010(1)

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18

Scotland(4) 48.2 49.6 49.6 48.9 46.5 47.3 46.3 49.6 48.9 50.4
19
20
21
22
23 West Lothian                   42.5 43.0 44.9 45.6 45.7 43.5 44.8 45.4 47.6 45.4
24 Clackmannanshire               51.1 49.8 48.6 42.6 37.7 37.9 39.2 41.6 43.5 44.5
25 East Ayrshire(2)   43.3 44.0 46.4 45.4 44.4 44.7 43.4 51.9 40.7 43.2
26 Stirling                       46.4 47.3 48.0 44.9 44.7 40.0 33.1 32.1 31.6 42.5
27 East Lothian                   45.3 45.2 45.7 45.1 39.5 41.1 36.3 40.1 36.9 41.0
28 Edinburgh, City of                         37.6 36.9 38.2 38.6 40.2 39.9 37.8 37.8 38.9 40.5
29 Scottish Borders(2)            39.1 37.8 33.3 35.1 34.6 38.3 33.1 49.6 39.1 39.0
30 East Renfrewshire              31.0 37.6 37.2 37.4 35.1 35.8 34.6 34.6 38.0 38.7
31 East Dunbartonshire            39.8 42.7 38.9 38.7 36.6 37.6 37.2 35.0 38.2 36.7
32 Renfrewshire                   44.7 52.1 48.3 45.8 32.4 37.3 33.9 34.0 32.3 35.6

(1) Eligibility for FME was extended in August 2009. See background note 7 for further information. (2) Local authorities that took part in the trial of free school meals 
to all pupils in P1-P3 in 2007/08. (3) Included in Glasgow prior to 2004. (4) A trial took place in 2008, providing free school meals to all pupils in P1-P3. This affects 
the comparability of number and percentage of meals taken in Primary over time. See background note 5 for further information. (5) Following the positive evaluation 
of the free school lunches trial, carried out in 2007/08, West Dunbartonshire provided free school meals to every P1-P3 pupil from August 2009. (6) When counting 
the number of pupils taking school meals, Edinburgh City do not include meals taken at morning break, whereas other Authorities do.



Primary: Free or Paid %
2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010(1)

1 Shetland Islands               88.5 89.1 90.5 88.1 87.6 87.2 87.4 83.9 83.9 83.6
2 Orkney Islands                 80.8 80.4 77.7 78.7 80.0 76.6 76.9 75.9 76.3 74.8
3 Midlothian                     49.3 53.3 55.5 64.2 57.4 57.5 61.7 63.7 60.8 62.7
4 Glasgow City(2)       61.7 63.0 65.0 65.7 62.6 59.8 56.8 64.8 58.8 60.2
5 Highland                       39.9 43.4 44.6 46.0 41.6 43.3 45.4 43.3 55.5 59.9
6 West Dunbartonshire(2)(5)    59.4 58.5 63.5 58.9 43.6 45.8 47.8 57.3 50.1 58.9
7 Falkirk                        59.0 59.6 59.9 60.1 62.4 62.9 62.9 62.8 62.0 58.3
8 Aberdeenshire                  53.5 54.6 53.8 51.3 52.4 52.6 53.1 53.5 56.9 56.4
9 Eilean Siar                    57.0 60.5 61.2 63.5 56.8 60.4 64.6 62.6 57.5 55.8
10 South Lanarkshire              45.4 47.6 48.7 50.1 42.7 43.4 45.1 53.1 53.2 55.4
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18

Scotland(4) 48.2 49.6 49.6 48.9 46.5 47.3 46.3 49.6 48.9 50.4
19
20
21
22
23 West Lothian                   42.5 43.0 44.9 45.6 45.7 43.5 44.8 45.4 47.6 45.4
24 Clackmannanshire               51.1 49.8 48.6 42.6 37.7 37.9 39.2 41.6 43.5 44.5
25 East Ayrshire(2)   43.3 44.0 46.4 45.4 44.4 44.7 43.4 51.9 40.7 43.2
26 Stirling                       46.4 47.3 48.0 44.9 44.7 40.0 33.1 32.1 31.6 42.5
27 East Lothian                   45.3 45.2 45.7 45.1 39.5 41.1 36.3 40.1 36.9 41.0
28 Edinburgh, City of                         37.6 36.9 38.2 38.6 40.2 39.9 37.8 37.8 38.9 40.5
29 Scottish Borders(2)            39.1 37.8 33.3 35.1 34.6 38.3 33.1 49.6 39.1 39.0
30 East Renfrewshire              31.0 37.6 37.2 37.4 35.1 35.8 34.6 34.6 38.0 38.7
31 East Dunbartonshire            39.8 42.7 38.9 38.7 36.6 37.6 37.2 35.0 38.2 36.7
32 Renfrewshire                   44.7 52.1 48.3 45.8 32.4 37.3 33.9 34.0 32.3 35.6

(1) Eligibility for FME was extended in August 2009. See background note 7 for further information. (2) Local authorities that took part in the trial of free school meals 
to all pupils in P1-P3 in 2007/08. (3) Included in Glasgow prior to 2004. (4) A trial took place in 2008, providing free school meals to all pupils in P1-P3. This affects 
the comparability of number and percentage of meals taken in Primary over time. See background note 5 for further information. (5) Following the positive evaluation 
of the free school lunches trial, carried out in 2007/08, West Dunbartonshire provided free school meals to every P1-P3 pupil from August 2009. (6) When counting 
the number of pupils taking school meals, Edinburgh City do not include meals taken at morning break, whereas other Authorities do.



Primary: Free or Paid %
2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010(1)

1 Shetland Islands               88.5 89.1 90.5 88.1 87.6 87.2 87.4 83.9 83.9 83.6
2 Orkney Islands                 80.8 80.4 77.7 78.7 80.0 76.6 76.9 75.9 76.3 74.8
3 Midlothian                     49.3 53.3 55.5 64.2 57.4 57.5 61.7 63.7 60.8 62.7
4 Glasgow City(2)       61.7 63.0 65.0 65.7 62.6 59.8 56.8 64.8 58.8 60.2
5 Highland                       39.9 43.4 44.6 46.0 41.6 43.3 45.4 43.3 55.5 59.9
6 West Dunbartonshire(2)(5)    59.4 58.5 63.5 58.9 43.6 45.8 47.8 57.3 50.1 58.9
7 Falkirk                        59.0 59.6 59.9 60.1 62.4 62.9 62.9 62.8 62.0 58.3
8 Aberdeenshire                  53.5 54.6 53.8 51.3 52.4 52.6 53.1 53.5 56.9 56.4
9 Eilean Siar                    57.0 60.5 61.2 63.5 56.8 60.4 64.6 62.6 57.5 55.8
10 South Lanarkshire              45.4 47.6 48.7 50.1 42.7 43.4 45.1 53.1 53.2 55.4
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18

Scotland(4) 48.2 49.6 49.6 48.9 46.5 47.3 46.3 49.6 48.9 50.4
19 Perth & Kinross                44.8 42.6 37.9 41.5 39.5 45.6 43.1 41.2 46.7 49.4
20 North Lanarkshire              42.6 44.9 44.3 43.3 42.4 44.4 46.2 45.7 48.5 48.2
21 Fife(2)     46.2 51.0 48.5 46.3 45.5 45.9 44.4 60.9 48.3 47.9
22 Moray                          40.6 41.6 42.5 40.7 39.7 44.4 40.8 40.8 49.0 47.3
23 West Lothian                   42.5 43.0 44.9 45.6 45.7 43.5 44.8 45.4 47.6 45.4
24 Clackmannanshire               51.1 49.8 48.6 42.6 37.7 37.9 39.2 41.6 43.5 44.5
25 East Ayrshire(2)   43.3 44.0 46.4 45.4 44.4 44.7 43.4 51.9 40.7 43.2
26 Stirling                       46.4 47.3 48.0 44.9 44.7 40.0 33.1 32.1 31.6 42.5
27 East Lothian                   45.3 45.2 45.7 45.1 39.5 41.1 36.3 40.1 36.9 41.0
28 Edinburgh, City of                         37.6 36.9 38.2 38.6 40.2 39.9 37.8 37.8 38.9 40.5
29 Scottish Borders(2)            39.1 37.8 33.3 35.1 34.6 38.3 33.1 49.6 39.1 39.0
30 East Renfrewshire              31.0 37.6 37.2 37.4 35.1 35.8 34.6 34.6 38.0 38.7
31 East Dunbartonshire            39.8 42.7 38.9 38.7 36.6 37.6 37.2 35.0 38.2 36.7
32 Renfrewshire                   44.7 52.1 48.3 45.8 32.4 37.3 33.9 34.0 32.3 35.6

(1) Eligibility for FME was extended in August 2009. See background note 7 for further information. (2) Local authorities that took part in the trial of free school meals 
to all pupils in P1-P3 in 2007/08. (3) Included in Glasgow prior to 2004. (4) A trial took place in 2008, providing free school meals to all pupils in P1-P3. This affects 
the comparability of number and percentage of meals taken in Primary over time. See background note 5 for further information. (5) Following the positive evaluation 
of the free school lunches trial, carried out in 2007/08, West Dunbartonshire provided free school meals to every P1-P3 pupil from August 2009. (6) When counting 
the number of pupils taking school meals, Edinburgh City do not include meals taken at morning break, whereas other Authorities do.



Primary: Free or Paid %
2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010(1)

1 Shetland Islands               88.5 89.1 90.5 88.1 87.6 87.2 87.4 83.9 83.9 83.6
2 Orkney Islands                 80.8 80.4 77.7 78.7 80.0 76.6 76.9 75.9 76.3 74.8
3 Midlothian                     49.3 53.3 55.5 64.2 57.4 57.5 61.7 63.7 60.8 62.7
4 Glasgow City(2)       61.7 63.0 65.0 65.7 62.6 59.8 56.8 64.8 58.8 60.2
5 Highland                       39.9 43.4 44.6 46.0 41.6 43.3 45.4 43.3 55.5 59.9
6 West Dunbartonshire(2)(5)    59.4 58.5 63.5 58.9 43.6 45.8 47.8 57.3 50.1 58.9
7 Falkirk                        59.0 59.6 59.9 60.1 62.4 62.9 62.9 62.8 62.0 58.3
8 Aberdeenshire                  53.5 54.6 53.8 51.3 52.4 52.6 53.1 53.5 56.9 56.4
9 Eilean Siar                    57.0 60.5 61.2 63.5 56.8 60.4 64.6 62.6 57.5 55.8
10 South Lanarkshire              45.4 47.6 48.7 50.1 42.7 43.4 45.1 53.1 53.2 55.4
11 Aberdeen City                  49.6 47.8 50.7 53.4 55.1 54.3 52.2 53.4 50.3 54.5
12 Argyll & Bute                  54.9 57.0 58.5 55.2 50.9 55.6 56.4 54.7 53.8 54.2
13 Inverclyde                     57.3 59.0 56.1 53.5 49.2 48.8 45.9 46.7 49.4 51.7
14 Angus                          43.7 36.1 39.4 38.5 42.7 43.2 46.6 48.9 53.1 51.4
15 North Ayrshire                 57.1 57.0 59.3 53.6 51.6 49.5 47.6 48.4 45.3 51.1
16 South Ayrshire                 49.4 50.5 53.2 48.1 48.4 45.6 47.2 49.4 49.5 51.0
17 Dumfries & Galloway            57.8 58.9 55.4 47.0 42.2 46.8 45.5 47.5 48.6 50.8
18 Dundee City                    42.9 44.9 43.0 44.0 42.2 52.4 42.2 41.6 44.0 50.6

Scotland(4) 48.2 49.6 49.6 48.9 46.5 47.3 46.3 49.6 48.9 50.4
19 Perth & Kinross                44.8 42.6 37.9 41.5 39.5 45.6 43.1 41.2 46.7 49.4
20 North Lanarkshire              42.6 44.9 44.3 43.3 42.4 44.4 46.2 45.7 48.5 48.2
21 Fife(2)     46.2 51.0 48.5 46.3 45.5 45.9 44.4 60.9 48.3 47.9
22 Moray                          40.6 41.6 42.5 40.7 39.7 44.4 40.8 40.8 49.0 47.3
23 West Lothian                   42.5 43.0 44.9 45.6 45.7 43.5 44.8 45.4 47.6 45.4
24 Clackmannanshire               51.1 49.8 48.6 42.6 37.7 37.9 39.2 41.6 43.5 44.5
25 East Ayrshire(2)   43.3 44.0 46.4 45.4 44.4 44.7 43.4 51.9 40.7 43.2
26 Stirling                       46.4 47.3 48.0 44.9 44.7 40.0 33.1 32.1 31.6 42.5
27 East Lothian                   45.3 45.2 45.7 45.1 39.5 41.1 36.3 40.1 36.9 41.0
28 Edinburgh, City of                         37.6 36.9 38.2 38.6 40.2 39.9 37.8 37.8 38.9 40.5
29 Scottish Borders(2)            39.1 37.8 33.3 35.1 34.6 38.3 33.1 49.6 39.1 39.0
30 East Renfrewshire              31.0 37.6 37.2 37.4 35.1 35.8 34.6 34.6 38.0 38.7
31 East Dunbartonshire            39.8 42.7 38.9 38.7 36.6 37.6 37.2 35.0 38.2 36.7
32 Renfrewshire                   44.7 52.1 48.3 45.8 32.4 37.3 33.9 34.0 32.3 35.6

(1) Eligibility for FME was extended in August 2009. See background note 7 for further information. (2) Local authorities that took part in the trial of free school meals 
to all pupils in P1-P3 in 2007/08. (3) Included in Glasgow prior to 2004. (4) A trial took place in 2008, providing free school meals to all pupils in P1-P3. This affects 
the comparability of number and percentage of meals taken in Primary over time. See background note 5 for further information. (5) Following the positive evaluation 
of the free school lunches trial, carried out in 2007/08, West Dunbartonshire provided free school meals to every P1-P3 pupil from August 2009. (6) When counting 
the number of pupils taking school meals, Edinburgh City do not include meals taken at morning break, whereas other Authorities do.



Primary: Free or Paid %
2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010(1)

1 Shetland Islands               88.5 89.1 90.5 88.1 87.6 87.2 87.4 83.9 83.9 83.6
2 Orkney Islands                 80.8 80.4 77.7 78.7 80.0 76.6 76.9 75.9 76.3 74.8
3 Midlothian                     49.3 53.3 55.5 64.2 57.4 57.5 61.7 63.7 60.8 62.7
4 Glasgow City(2)       61.7 63.0 65.0 65.7 62.6 59.8 56.8 64.8 58.8 60.2
5 Highland                       39.9 43.4 44.6 46.0 41.6 43.3 45.4 43.3 55.5 59.9
6 West Dunbartonshire(2)(5)    59.4 58.5 63.5 58.9 43.6 45.8 47.8 57.3 50.1 58.9
7 Falkirk                        59.0 59.6 59.9 60.1 62.4 62.9 62.9 62.8 62.0 58.3
8 Aberdeenshire                  53.5 54.6 53.8 51.3 52.4 52.6 53.1 53.5 56.9 56.4
9 Eilean Siar                    57.0 60.5 61.2 63.5 56.8 60.4 64.6 62.6 57.5 55.8
10 South Lanarkshire              45.4 47.6 48.7 50.1 42.7 43.4 45.1 53.1 53.2 55.4
11 Aberdeen City                  49.6 47.8 50.7 53.4 55.1 54.3 52.2 53.4 50.3 54.5
12 Argyll & Bute                  54.9 57.0 58.5 55.2 50.9 55.6 56.4 54.7 53.8 54.2
13 Inverclyde                     57.3 59.0 56.1 53.5 49.2 48.8 45.9 46.7 49.4 51.7
14 Angus                          43.7 36.1 39.4 38.5 42.7 43.2 46.6 48.9 53.1 51.4
15 North Ayrshire                 57.1 57.0 59.3 53.6 51.6 49.5 47.6 48.4 45.3 51.1
16 South Ayrshire                 49.4 50.5 53.2 48.1 48.4 45.6 47.2 49.4 49.5 51.0
17 Dumfries & Galloway            57.8 58.9 55.4 47.0 42.2 46.8 45.5 47.5 48.6 50.8
18 Dundee City                    42.9 44.9 43.0 44.0 42.2 52.4 42.2 41.6 44.0 50.6

Scotland(4) 48.2 49.6 49.6 48.9 46.5 47.3 46.3 49.6 48.9 50.4
19 Perth & Kinross                44.8 42.6 37.9 41.5 39.5 45.6 43.1 41.2 46.7 49.4
20 North Lanarkshire              42.6 44.9 44.3 43.3 42.4 44.4 46.2 45.7 48.5 48.2
21 Fife(2)     46.2 51.0 48.5 46.3 45.5 45.9 44.4 60.9 48.3 47.9
22 Moray                          40.6 41.6 42.5 40.7 39.7 44.4 40.8 40.8 49.0 47.3
23 West Lothian                   42.5 43.0 44.9 45.6 45.7 43.5 44.8 45.4 47.6 45.4
24 Clackmannanshire               51.1 49.8 48.6 42.6 37.7 37.9 39.2 41.6 43.5 44.5
25 East Ayrshire(2)   43.3 44.0 46.4 45.4 44.4 44.7 43.4 51.9 40.7 43.2
26 Stirling                       46.4 47.3 48.0 44.9 44.7 40.0 33.1 32.1 31.6 42.5
27 East Lothian                   45.3 45.2 45.7 45.1 39.5 41.1 36.3 40.1 36.9 41.0
28 Edinburgh, City of                         37.6 36.9 38.2 38.6 40.2 39.9 37.8 37.8 38.9 40.5
29 Scottish Borders(2)            39.1 37.8 33.3 35.1 34.6 38.3 33.1 49.6 39.1 39.0
30 East Renfrewshire              31.0 37.6 37.2 37.4 35.1 35.8 34.6 34.6 38.0 38.7
31 East Dunbartonshire            39.8 42.7 38.9 38.7 36.6 37.6 37.2 35.0 38.2 36.7
32 Renfrewshire                   44.7 52.1 48.3 45.8 32.4 37.3 33.9 34.0 32.3 35.6

(1) Eligibility for FME was extended in August 2009. See background note 7 for further information. (2) Local authorities that took part in the trial of free school meals 
to all pupils in P1-P3 in 2007/08. (3) Included in Glasgow prior to 2004. (4) A trial took place in 2008, providing free school meals to all pupils in P1-P3. This affects 
the comparability of number and percentage of meals taken in Primary over time. See background note 5 for further information. (5) Following the positive evaluation 
of the free school lunches trial, carried out in 2007/08, West Dunbartonshire provided free school meals to every P1-P3 pupil from August 2009. (6) When counting 
the number of pupils taking school meals, Edinburgh City do not include meals taken at morning break, whereas other Authorities do.



Secondary schools: Free or paid uptake

Percentage of pupils present taking 
school meals (free or paid for), 2001 to 

2010
(Table 19)



Secondary: Free or Paid %
2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010(1)

Scotland                       48.5 50.3 51.2 48.8 45.9 43.4 44.9 42.9 39.1 39.6
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Secondary: Free or Paid %
2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010(1)

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17

Scotland                       48.5 50.3 51.2 48.8 45.9 43.4 44.9 42.9 39.1 39.6
18
19
20
21
22
23 Moray                          31.9 37.0 39.2 42.4 47.6 39.8 36.6 37.1 36.6 32.5
24 Inverclyde                     50.8 56.7 55.8 48.0 49.3 44.3 49.5 37.8 37.9 32.3
25 North Ayrshire                 47.9 43.8 44.1 43.1 39.7 33.4 34.6 37.5 30.8 32.2
26 Glasgow City                   49.8 48.2 49.4 46.4 43.2 44.3 36.1 31.9 30.1 29.4
27 Scottish Borders               50.1 38.6 44.7 49.4 30.6 37.0 32.4 36.5 27.9 28.3
28 Dumfries & Galloway            69.4 69.2 61.6 54.0 49.1 34.5 43.0 35.0 30.8 28.2
29 Renfrewshire                   55.3 47.2 58.6 50.3 35.3 36.3 38.9 33.2 24.6 28.0
30 South Ayrshire                 45.6 50.6 57.1 36.6 33.9 32.8 23.9 28.4 29.7 26.2
31 Dundee City                    40.9 42.8 47.4 27.4 37.7 24.5 31.5 34.5 19.4 23.9
32 Edinburgh, City of(3)            33.1 31.3 31.9 34.1 27.8 23.0 26.5 22.0 23.0 19.3

(1) Eligibility for FME was extended in August 2009. See background note 7 for further information. (2) Included in Glasgow prior to 
2004. (3) When counting the number of pupils taking school meals, Edinburgh City do not include meals taken at morning break,
whereas other Authorities do.



Secondary: Free or Paid %
2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010(1)

1 Shetland Islands               89.7 89.2 96.8 90.9 91.3 90.9 92.6 92.2 95.7 91.8
2 Orkney Islands                 64.5 69.6 70.3 63.5 62.2 63.6 89.0 83.9 62.9 78.6
3 Angus                          54.0 61.0 54.7 47.0 45.8 49.5 49.8 49.7 53.6 62.2
4 Highland                       49.9 46.7 68.5 70.6 66.4 65.5 66.2 68.2 53.2 57.8
5 Falkirk                        50.2 50.8 50.8 52.4 53.4 56.5 56.7 58.0 56.3 57.7
6 Argyll & Bute                  64.9 56.2 65.9 58.8 57.6 63.9 61.9 60.9 55.4 56.1
7 Midlothian                     56.5 67.5 70.2 72.1 62.6 70.7 63.7 65.5 56.0 51.9
8 Eilean Siar                    53.4 54.7 50.7 60.7 51.4 50.1 53.4 49.9 49.6 50.1
9 South Lanarkshire              47.9 42.7 38.7 42.4 36.3 38.8 39.9 37.7 48.5 50.0
10 East Renfrewshire              51.9 50.8 59.6 55.7 45.0 49.3 56.6 56.6 52.0 47.5
11
12
13
14
15
16
17

Scotland                       48.5 50.3 51.2 48.8 45.9 43.4 44.9 42.9 39.1 39.6
18
19
20
21
22
23 Moray                          31.9 37.0 39.2 42.4 47.6 39.8 36.6 37.1 36.6 32.5
24 Inverclyde                     50.8 56.7 55.8 48.0 49.3 44.3 49.5 37.8 37.9 32.3
25 North Ayrshire                 47.9 43.8 44.1 43.1 39.7 33.4 34.6 37.5 30.8 32.2
26 Glasgow City                   49.8 48.2 49.4 46.4 43.2 44.3 36.1 31.9 30.1 29.4
27 Scottish Borders               50.1 38.6 44.7 49.4 30.6 37.0 32.4 36.5 27.9 28.3
28 Dumfries & Galloway            69.4 69.2 61.6 54.0 49.1 34.5 43.0 35.0 30.8 28.2
29 Renfrewshire                   55.3 47.2 58.6 50.3 35.3 36.3 38.9 33.2 24.6 28.0
30 South Ayrshire                 45.6 50.6 57.1 36.6 33.9 32.8 23.9 28.4 29.7 26.2
31 Dundee City                    40.9 42.8 47.4 27.4 37.7 24.5 31.5 34.5 19.4 23.9
32 Edinburgh, City of(3)            33.1 31.3 31.9 34.1 27.8 23.0 26.5 22.0 23.0 19.3

(1) Eligibility for FME was extended in August 2009. See background note 7 for further information. (2) Included in Glasgow prior to 
2004. (3) When counting the number of pupils taking school meals, Edinburgh City do not include meals taken at morning break,
whereas other Authorities do.



Secondary: Free or Paid %
2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010(1)

1 Shetland Islands               89.7 89.2 96.8 90.9 91.3 90.9 92.6 92.2 95.7 91.8
2 Orkney Islands                 64.5 69.6 70.3 63.5 62.2 63.6 89.0 83.9 62.9 78.6
3 Angus                          54.0 61.0 54.7 47.0 45.8 49.5 49.8 49.7 53.6 62.2
4 Highland                       49.9 46.7 68.5 70.6 66.4 65.5 66.2 68.2 53.2 57.8
5 Falkirk                        50.2 50.8 50.8 52.4 53.4 56.5 56.7 58.0 56.3 57.7
6 Argyll & Bute                  64.9 56.2 65.9 58.8 57.6 63.9 61.9 60.9 55.4 56.1
7 Midlothian                     56.5 67.5 70.2 72.1 62.6 70.7 63.7 65.5 56.0 51.9
8 Eilean Siar                    53.4 54.7 50.7 60.7 51.4 50.1 53.4 49.9 49.6 50.1
9 South Lanarkshire              47.9 42.7 38.7 42.4 36.3 38.8 39.9 37.7 48.5 50.0
10 East Renfrewshire              51.9 50.8 59.6 55.7 45.0 49.3 56.6 56.6 52.0 47.5
11
12
13
14
15
16
17

Scotland                       48.5 50.3 51.2 48.8 45.9 43.4 44.9 42.9 39.1 39.6
18 East Ayrshire                  37.3 42.9 41.5 45.0 43.8 35.7 40.0 41.5 47.1 39.3
19 West Dunbartonshire            56.1 56.4 56.3 45.5 48.6 45.1 57.0 54.0 50.1 38.5
20 East Lothian                   32.2 32.1 28.5 33.7 31.2 38.9 41.6 37.9 35.5 37.6
21 Aberdeen City                  50.5 55.0 48.8 54.8 52.5 50.0 42.0 45.9 38.7 36.9
22 North Lanarkshire              42.5 53.5 54.7 50.3 42.3 32.2 47.6 35.7 37.6 36.6
23 Moray                          31.9 37.0 39.2 42.4 47.6 39.8 36.6 37.1 36.6 32.5
24 Inverclyde                     50.8 56.7 55.8 48.0 49.3 44.3 49.5 37.8 37.9 32.3
25 North Ayrshire                 47.9 43.8 44.1 43.1 39.7 33.4 34.6 37.5 30.8 32.2
26 Glasgow City                   49.8 48.2 49.4 46.4 43.2 44.3 36.1 31.9 30.1 29.4
27 Scottish Borders               50.1 38.6 44.7 49.4 30.6 37.0 32.4 36.5 27.9 28.3
28 Dumfries & Galloway            69.4 69.2 61.6 54.0 49.1 34.5 43.0 35.0 30.8 28.2
29 Renfrewshire                   55.3 47.2 58.6 50.3 35.3 36.3 38.9 33.2 24.6 28.0
30 South Ayrshire                 45.6 50.6 57.1 36.6 33.9 32.8 23.9 28.4 29.7 26.2
31 Dundee City                    40.9 42.8 47.4 27.4 37.7 24.5 31.5 34.5 19.4 23.9
32 Edinburgh, City of(3)            33.1 31.3 31.9 34.1 27.8 23.0 26.5 22.0 23.0 19.3

(1) Eligibility for FME was extended in August 2009. See background note 7 for further information. (2) Included in Glasgow prior to 
2004. (3) When counting the number of pupils taking school meals, Edinburgh City do not include meals taken at morning break,
whereas other Authorities do.



Secondary: Free or Paid %
2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010(1)

1 Shetland Islands               89.7 89.2 96.8 90.9 91.3 90.9 92.6 92.2 95.7 91.8
2 Orkney Islands                 64.5 69.6 70.3 63.5 62.2 63.6 89.0 83.9 62.9 78.6
3 Angus                          54.0 61.0 54.7 47.0 45.8 49.5 49.8 49.7 53.6 62.2
4 Highland                       49.9 46.7 68.5 70.6 66.4 65.5 66.2 68.2 53.2 57.8
5 Falkirk                        50.2 50.8 50.8 52.4 53.4 56.5 56.7 58.0 56.3 57.7
6 Argyll & Bute                  64.9 56.2 65.9 58.8 57.6 63.9 61.9 60.9 55.4 56.1
7 Midlothian                     56.5 67.5 70.2 72.1 62.6 70.7 63.7 65.5 56.0 51.9
8 Eilean Siar                    53.4 54.7 50.7 60.7 51.4 50.1 53.4 49.9 49.6 50.1
9 South Lanarkshire              47.9 42.7 38.7 42.4 36.3 38.8 39.9 37.7 48.5 50.0
10 East Renfrewshire              51.9 50.8 59.6 55.7 45.0 49.3 56.6 56.6 52.0 47.5
11 Clackmannanshire               42.6 40.8 44.9 37.1 38.1 31.7 32.8 31.9 37.2 47.0
12 Aberdeenshire                  40.8 44.0 45.8 45.2 47.0 48.7 57.2 55.9 50.5 45.1
13 Stirling                       67.9 71.8 69.3 69.5 63.5 58.8 45.9 44.6 34.1 44.5
14 Fife                           53.9 64.5 57.3 56.3 60.0 56.9 58.8 57.8 43.7 44.4
15 East Dunbartonshire            47.9 51.5 46.3 41.1 40.9 28.6 29.1 29.9 25.7 44.1
16 Perth & Kinross                41.8 51.7 49.7 43.6 46.3 43.5 36.7 29.9 32.9 40.9
17 West Lothian                   49.9 53.1 53.5 54.0 53.1 46.8 45.4 45.7 35.8 40.0

Scotland                       48.5 50.3 51.2 48.8 45.9 43.4 44.9 42.9 39.1 39.6
18 East Ayrshire                  37.3 42.9 41.5 45.0 43.8 35.7 40.0 41.5 47.1 39.3
19 West Dunbartonshire            56.1 56.4 56.3 45.5 48.6 45.1 57.0 54.0 50.1 38.5
20 East Lothian                   32.2 32.1 28.5 33.7 31.2 38.9 41.6 37.9 35.5 37.6
21 Aberdeen City                  50.5 55.0 48.8 54.8 52.5 50.0 42.0 45.9 38.7 36.9
22 North Lanarkshire              42.5 53.5 54.7 50.3 42.3 32.2 47.6 35.7 37.6 36.6
23 Moray                          31.9 37.0 39.2 42.4 47.6 39.8 36.6 37.1 36.6 32.5
24 Inverclyde                     50.8 56.7 55.8 48.0 49.3 44.3 49.5 37.8 37.9 32.3
25 North Ayrshire                 47.9 43.8 44.1 43.1 39.7 33.4 34.6 37.5 30.8 32.2
26 Glasgow City                   49.8 48.2 49.4 46.4 43.2 44.3 36.1 31.9 30.1 29.4
27 Scottish Borders               50.1 38.6 44.7 49.4 30.6 37.0 32.4 36.5 27.9 28.3
28 Dumfries & Galloway            69.4 69.2 61.6 54.0 49.1 34.5 43.0 35.0 30.8 28.2
29 Renfrewshire                   55.3 47.2 58.6 50.3 35.3 36.3 38.9 33.2 24.6 28.0
30 South Ayrshire                 45.6 50.6 57.1 36.6 33.9 32.8 23.9 28.4 29.7 26.2
31 Dundee City                    40.9 42.8 47.4 27.4 37.7 24.5 31.5 34.5 19.4 23.9
32 Edinburgh, City of(3)            33.1 31.3 31.9 34.1 27.8 23.0 26.5 22.0 23.0 19.3

(1) Eligibility for FME was extended in August 2009. See background note 7 for further information. (2) Included in Glasgow prior to 
2004. (3) When counting the number of pupils taking school meals, Edinburgh City do not include meals taken at morning break,
whereas other Authorities do.



Secondary: Free or Paid %
2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010(1)

1 Shetland Islands               89.7 89.2 96.8 90.9 91.3 90.9 92.6 92.2 95.7 91.8
2 Orkney Islands                 64.5 69.6 70.3 63.5 62.2 63.6 89.0 83.9 62.9 78.6
3 Angus                          54.0 61.0 54.7 47.0 45.8 49.5 49.8 49.7 53.6 62.2
4 Highland                       49.9 46.7 68.5 70.6 66.4 65.5 66.2 68.2 53.2 57.8
5 Falkirk                        50.2 50.8 50.8 52.4 53.4 56.5 56.7 58.0 56.3 57.7
6 Argyll & Bute                  64.9 56.2 65.9 58.8 57.6 63.9 61.9 60.9 55.4 56.1
7 Midlothian                     56.5 67.5 70.2 72.1 62.6 70.7 63.7 65.5 56.0 51.9
8 Eilean Siar                    53.4 54.7 50.7 60.7 51.4 50.1 53.4 49.9 49.6 50.1
9 South Lanarkshire              47.9 42.7 38.7 42.4 36.3 38.8 39.9 37.7 48.5 50.0
10 East Renfrewshire              51.9 50.8 59.6 55.7 45.0 49.3 56.6 56.6 52.0 47.5
11 Clackmannanshire               42.6 40.8 44.9 37.1 38.1 31.7 32.8 31.9 37.2 47.0
12 Aberdeenshire                  40.8 44.0 45.8 45.2 47.0 48.7 57.2 55.9 50.5 45.1
13 Stirling                       67.9 71.8 69.3 69.5 63.5 58.8 45.9 44.6 34.1 44.5
14 Fife                           53.9 64.5 57.3 56.3 60.0 56.9 58.8 57.8 43.7 44.4
15 East Dunbartonshire            47.9 51.5 46.3 41.1 40.9 28.6 29.1 29.9 25.7 44.1
16 Perth & Kinross                41.8 51.7 49.7 43.6 46.3 43.5 36.7 29.9 32.9 40.9
17 West Lothian                   49.9 53.1 53.5 54.0 53.1 46.8 45.4 45.7 35.8 40.0

Scotland                       48.5 50.3 51.2 48.8 45.9 43.4 44.9 42.9 39.1 39.6
18 East Ayrshire                  37.3 42.9 41.5 45.0 43.8 35.7 40.0 41.5 47.1 39.3
19 West Dunbartonshire            56.1 56.4 56.3 45.5 48.6 45.1 57.0 54.0 50.1 38.5
20 East Lothian                   32.2 32.1 28.5 33.7 31.2 38.9 41.6 37.9 35.5 37.6
21 Aberdeen City                  50.5 55.0 48.8 54.8 52.5 50.0 42.0 45.9 38.7 36.9
22 North Lanarkshire              42.5 53.5 54.7 50.3 42.3 32.2 47.6 35.7 37.6 36.6
23 Moray                          31.9 37.0 39.2 42.4 47.6 39.8 36.6 37.1 36.6 32.5
24 Inverclyde                     50.8 56.7 55.8 48.0 49.3 44.3 49.5 37.8 37.9 32.3
25 North Ayrshire                 47.9 43.8 44.1 43.1 39.7 33.4 34.6 37.5 30.8 32.2
26 Glasgow City                   49.8 48.2 49.4 46.4 43.2 44.3 36.1 31.9 30.1 29.4
27 Scottish Borders               50.1 38.6 44.7 49.4 30.6 37.0 32.4 36.5 27.9 28.3
28 Dumfries & Galloway            69.4 69.2 61.6 54.0 49.1 34.5 43.0 35.0 30.8 28.2
29 Renfrewshire                   55.3 47.2 58.6 50.3 35.3 36.3 38.9 33.2 24.6 28.0
30 South Ayrshire                 45.6 50.6 57.1 36.6 33.9 32.8 23.9 28.4 29.7 26.2
31 Dundee City                    40.9 42.8 47.4 27.4 37.7 24.5 31.5 34.5 19.4 23.9
32 Edinburgh, City of(3)            33.1 31.3 31.9 34.1 27.8 23.0 26.5 22.0 23.0 19.3

(1) Eligibility for FME was extended in August 2009. See background note 7 for further information. (2) Included in Glasgow prior to 
2004. (3) When counting the number of pupils taking school meals, Edinburgh City do not include meals taken at morning break,
whereas other Authorities do.



Marketing is the recipe for success in 
improving school meal uptake
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Why?

• Service‐provision is generally very good

• Many authorities stuck in 3rd gear with uptake 
(particularly in secondary schools) 

• Current marketing is not as effective as it 
needs to be



Why?

• Because it’s what people who sell things do 
(including food retailers!) 

• It’s what your competitors are doing outside 
the school gates





Why?

• Because it’s what people who sell things do 
(including food retailers!) 

• It’s what your competitors are doing outside the 
school gates

• Impacts and imparts messages about healthy 
eating in a way that pupils will relate and respond 
to positively. 



An effective marketing strategy 





Marketing programme helped increase 
secondary school uptake to 56% in 2010*

* Scottish Government ‘School Meals in Scotland 2010’ report 



• Focus groups with secondary school pupils led 
to an outside catering facility that delivered a 
20% increase in uptake in the pilot.





• Full branding programme for secondary 
schools

West Dunbartonshire Council









• Pictorial menus that helped Pre 5, Primary 1‐3 
and special needs pupils increase their 
awareness and understanding of school meals 
menus

West Dunbartonshire Council



Final Thought ‐ Be Innovative 



Final Thought ‐ Be Innovative 



Final Thought ‐ Be Innovative 

• School pop/rock bands performing in dining 
hall at lunchtime

• Let pupils make video clips that can be shown 
in dining hall at lunchtime

• Get role models into schools to talk to pupils 
about the importance to their career of health 
and wellbeing



School Meal Uptake League Tables 
- are you in the top 10?

Bill McGowan
Managing Director
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